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haunted his mind. Many men of his day regarded the
coming democracy as the Garden of the Hesperides, and
the era of spontaneous justice between peoples. It would
be fanciful to suppose that Euripides' admirer had assimi-
lated the spirit of sorrow and disillusionment in which the
exiled poet watched the sad sunset of Athenian glory, but
at any rate Fox nursed no daydreams of millenniums and
the summary flight of the evil forces of human nature.
To him even democracy was a doubtful dawn, streaked
with the red menace of the tempests and convulsions of
human passion. Fox, like his disciple, Horner, hated the
whole race of conquerors, and to him conquest was no less
abhorrent if it were the act of a democracy, than if it were
the act of a dynasty. He was not one of those who think
of all dominion as romantic, and are satisfied that demo-
cracy gains from it a larger range of vision, and a sublimity
of spirit, and an exhilarating sentiment of sacred and
scattered kinship throughout the world. Fox knew to what
a hazard all that is fine in character is put the moment
men and nations exult in the feeling that they hold an
inexorable grip on the freedom of other peoples, and that
their own pomp and importance in the world are the only
things that stand between some subject population and the
expression and development of its character. The events
of Fox's lifetime all over the world were a standing warn-
ing of the difficulty of making men feel the wrongs they
inflict as keenly as they feel the wrongs they suffer. The
history of India in his day was a standing warning that
whilst men talked of governing dependencies by the public
opinion of England, they often governed them by private
and fragmentary interests, and that these direct interests bore
down all the pressure of a spasmodic enthusiasm for justice
and good government. The career of such men as Clare
and Castlereagh was a monument to the truth that nations
only govern white peoples by taking into partnership what
is worst in the governed, by arming all the baser passions
against the popular will, and fostering all the elements that